Effects of education in dementia assessment: evidence from standardizing the Korean-Dementia Rating Scale.
This study established norms and examined validity and reliability of the recently developed Korean version of the Dementia Rating Scale (K-DRS; Chey, 1998) for the elderly Korean population. The K-DRS was administered to 148 normal elderly Korean people and 20 patients with dementia of the Alzheimer's type (DAT). Norms were developed a priori for two age groups (55-64 and 65-84 years). Education (p < .0001) and age (p < .05) proved significant factors in the performance of the K-DRS, whereas gender did not. Accordingly, norms were further specified into two educational levels (6 years or fewer, and more than 6 years). Education was recognized as an important factor in evaluating dementia in a population with limited education. These implications are significant for dementia studies done in developing countries where educational opportunities have been limited for elderly people. Evidence supporting the validity and reliability of the scale was also found. K-DRS total scores correlated well with diagnostic status (r(pb) = .63) and mental status exam scores (r = .80). Test-retest reliability was .96, and interrater reliability was .99.